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Hermes and DPD join forces to develop a new Parcel Shop infrastructure for the Russian market
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Moscow, 24 January 2011 – In the light of the growth trends in the Russian market, the international logistics companies Hermes and DPD have established a joint venture to provide additional, high quality delivery services for the Russian market. The key element of this cooperation is building an efficient network of Parcel Shops under the Hermes-DPD brand in the Russian market.
Currently, the Hermes-DPD network of Parcel Shops includes 300 shops in Moscow, St. Petersburg, Yekaterinburg, Novosibirsk, Chelyabinsk, Nizhny Novgorod, Samara, Krasnodar and Rostov-na-Donu. The Parcel Shops are set up as “shop-in-shop” in close cooperation with well known Russian retail chains. By 2014, the network will be extended to up to 1,500 shops in 44 main cities all over Russia.
The Russian distance trading sector is a rapidly developing market. According to the expert estimates, in 2011 its volume will amount to approximately RUB 330 bln. The market growth rates exceed 30% a year. Major driver is the sustained boom in the e-commerce segment, which grows faster than the market as a whole. High dynamics of retail development and an increasing demand for RUNET demonstrate a good potential for distance trading and e-commerce, and as a result, a fast growing demand for high quality delivery services. 
The Hermes-DPD Parcel Shop network provides its customers with a unique service ensuring a reliable, high quality and timely delivery. This includes an option to pay for the goods ordered at a location convenient for the customer.
In this joint venture Hermes is contributing its expertise in deliveries to private customers, which has already been demonstrated in a number of countries by setting up country-wide Parcel Shop structures. 
"In the field of consumer logistics, that is the delivery of parcels to private customers, Russia is a major market in which we see enormous potential for growth", stresses Marc Dessing, COO of Hermes Europe. “By way of our unique Parcel Shop system we aim to offer a real alternative to the Russian private customer. To achieve this, we bring in our expertise as a leading operator of Parcel Shops in Europe and our proven quality record in parcel deliveries 2C. Together with DPD as a partner, we are extremely well positioned to make a strong entry into this market.” 
With its international network competence and an established depot network in all of Russia's regions DPD will provide the operational backbone of the cooperation.
"As a leading international parcel service provider with a seamless transport network which is unmatched in Europe DPD operates a high-capacity network in Russia which covers 4,000 destinations in 70 of the country's regions. With extraordinary growth rates such as the 50 per cent achieved in recent years DPD in Russia has developed into the market leader in express shipping. This strong position is now to be reinforced by expanded operations in Russia's fast-growing mail-order segment," states Arnold Schroven, CEO of DPD.
Tatyana Yampolskaya, CEO of the Hermes-DPD network (LLC “B2C”) adds: "Our Parcel Shops offer customers a new and attractive delivery option in a very high quality. Above all customers now have the possibility of collecting the goods they have ordered from distance-selling companies at an easily accessible location and at any time that suits them. Thanks to the reliability and efficiency of the Hermes and DPD network they will also benefit from very attractive delivery times”, underlines Yampolskaya.
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About DPD 

With the shipment of 2 million parcels a day DPD is one of the leading international parcel and express service providers. DPD’s network is the most efficient road network in Europe and extends worldwide to the most important economic areas. DPD is operating at over 800 locations, in more than 40 countries, with a workforce of 24,000 people and 18,000 vehicles. DPD is providing state-of-the-art delivery to more than 4,000 destinations within the Russian Federation. 
Customers can choose services from an extensive product range of national and international parcel and express services that ship to 220 countries. DPD is managed by Arnold Schroven (CEO) and John Acton. France’s GeoPost Group, a wholly-owned La Poste subsidiary, holds the majority of DPD shares (83,32 per cent shareholding). 

About Hermes-DPD

Incorporated in 2009, B2C operates under alliance of two international logistics operators – Hermes Europe and DPD. 
The Company offers a unique delivery service to the distance selling market leaders, and payment options to the end consumers. In 2011, the network of shops currently comprises 300 points in Moscow and 8 largest cities of Russia: St. Petersburg, Yekaterinburg, Novosibirsk, Chelyabinsk, Nizhny Novgorod, Samara, Krasnodar and Rostov-na-Donu. 

About GeoPost 

The GeoPost Group consolidates the Express service subsidiaries of the La Poste Group and is a major player in express services in Europe, as shown by its top ranking road transport network, DPD. GeoPost operates in over 230 countries on behalf of over 300,000 customers worldwide and is n°1 in France and n°2 at European level on the express parcel market with a consolidated turnover figure of 3.440 billion euros in 2010.

Press contact:

DPD Dynamic Parcel Distribution GmbH & Co. KG
Dr. Pia-Maria Zecevic
Director Communications
Wailandtstraße 1
D-63741 Aschaffenburg
Phone +49 6021 492 7074
image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




